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Ads were printed in The Sun=

73 day Republic.

1 More than were printed in any
other St. Louis newspaper.
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On Tralns, Three Conts.
Outaide 5t. Louls, Twe Ceats.
Im 85t. Louis, One Cont.
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SEE WEDNESDAY'S REPUBLIE FOR LEADING MERCHANTS MIDWEEK BARGAINS.
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NEW BATTLESHIPS TO AMERICA.

Washington, Feb. L—Both Argentina and Chile, through their respective Minis-
ters In Washington, have proposed to the United States purchnse by this Govern-
ment of ithe armored cruisers and batileships which the two South Ameriean coun-

By a treaty signed several months ago Argentlna and Chile sach agreed not to
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CHILDREN FIND MOTHER DEAD
FROM EFFECTS OF CHLOROFORM.

After Rending Little Ones to Sun-
dny School, Mrs. Rose Droege
Rtetires to Her Room and
‘Places Saturated Handker
chief to Her Face—
snffered From
Melancholia.

Mrs, Rose Diroege of No. 42384 Farlln ave-
nue, sfter dreesing her five chiliren for
Sundas echool sesterduy morning and bld-
ding them good-by, Tetired 1o her bedroom
and saturated a handkerchie! In chloroform,
pluced it over her face and Inhaled the
fumes.

The woman's body was found stretched |
upon a bed by the children when they re |
turned from Sunday school. The littls ones |
&t first thought their mother was siceping. |
When they discovered that her body was |
eold they were overcome with grief. |
Four of the children remaited at the bed- ]

|
|
|
|

slde crying over the prosirate form, while
Katherine, the eldest, 7 vears old, rushed
from the hou=e and nntifled the nelghbors.
The father, who was away on businese, nr-
rived home shortly after the children had
notified the nelghibors,

Doctor R. 1. Rigler of No. 4162 North|
Newstend avenue wis summoned, but he |
would not state positively whether death
had been self-inflicted or due to an sccldent. |
He advised that the police and Coroner be |
notificd and declined to write a certificate |

of death unill an inquest hud been beld.

VICTIM OF MELANCHOLIA.

Mrs. Droege had suffermg from
melanchulln caused by grlef over the death
of her son, Arthur Justl, who committed
sulelde two jeury ago, Mr. Droege told
friends that his wife attempted to end her
life several months ago.

Mrs, Droege was 37 years old. Prior ln;
—ihe death of hér sou, she was clen jsni.nli
disposition. Repently, however, she bad
been brooding and scveral times, according
1o relatives, Intimated that she was tired

been

Mre. Dreege awoke at her usual hour

r yesterday merning and as she went about

ﬂ\ MYSTERY

i of the finding of the body.

her regular household duties appeared to be
in better spirits than for several weeks.
8he got breakfast and ossisted the chil-
dren In preparing for Sunday school. When
they wers ready (o depart she kissed each
one of them and cautioned them to return E
home In tme for dinoer.

The chlldren attended the German Baptist
Mission at Kossuth and Grove avenues

On returning home the children noticed
on entering the dinlng-room that the table
had not been set for dinner. Ther they
went Into the kitchen, thinking that per-
haps their mother had had a visitor and
had been delayed In her work of cooking the
midday meal. She was not to be found and
there was no fire In the stove,

They then went from room to room call-
ing “Mamma! Mammal™"

When they recelved no response they be-

i
of life, l

' k

MRES. ROSE DROEGE,
Who was found defid In bed by her five
children, her face coversd with a handker-

chief.
lleved that something was wrong., When
they finnlly reached thelr mother’s bedroom
and saw her lying on the bed they theuxht
she wns sleeping, and for a moment thelr
fear left them. They guthered about the
bed, intending to awaken her, Katherine
iifted the handkerchief from bher mother's
fave. They noticed that the features had
beeome discolored and that the body was
rigid.

FIND MOTHBR DEAD.

All the children except Katherine climbed
upon the bed and threw ithemselves about
their mother's body, erying as though their
hearts would break. They pleaded with
her to open her eyes and speak to them,
and they stroked her cold face with their
bnds,

The phyeician after examining the body
stated that Mrs. Droege had Leen dead at
lea=t half an hour. The husband received
this announcement with grief, snd nelgh-
Lors had to support him for fear he would
glve way bencath the straln,

Ara. Droege left no note explalning the
deed, and for thut reason hgr relatives were
Inclined to accoept the theory that her death
might have been due to an wecldent. She
had used chloroform on several occasions
for an sching tooth, they eald, although
1ot In the manner in which she had covered
her face with the saturated handierchief,

Doctor Rigler stated that fully two ounces
of the drug had been used.

Frank Droege was the woman's second
husband. Her first husband, whose name
was Justl, died several years ago. Her gon,
Arthur, the police say, ended his life two
years ago. Since the Initer's death Mrs,
Drgege had been glven to spells of grief and
at times expressed a desire to dle.

No arrangements heve been made for the
funeral. Mrs, Droege was born In Switzer-
land.

SURROUNDS
FINDING OF A BODY.

Dead Man, fapposed to He Wealthy
FPlanter, Found Near Hot Springs
—~Corener Not Informed.

REPUBLIC SPRCIAL,

Hot Springs, Ark., Feh. L1—A body,
thought to be that of EI Simpson, =a
wealthy planter, who disappeared four
weeks ago, from his home near Cedar

» Glades, wan found In the woods, south of
the clty yesterday. Mra. Bimpson went to
the scene, ldentified the clothing, and took
the body home. Death had taken place
weeks before and decomposition had set
in,

A strange feature of the case is that the
“County Coroner has not even been Informed

Bimpson came to town one duy four
weels ago with his ll-year-old daughter,
whom be left in a store telling her to walt
until his return. Ha sald he was going to
sell a team. Ehe walted for several houms
and when he dld not coma back, tha firm
had the child sent to her home.

Blmpson was not seen nor heard from by
any of his friends after that day. How he
met his death s a matter of conjecture on-
1ly. Tha body, it is sald, wan too badly
decomposed (o ascertaln the manner of
death.

. When Judge Sumpter heard the story, he
ordered Coroner Shaw to make an investi-
gation forthwith.

—— e

RICHTMYER FEARS LYNCHING.

Returned to Ilinois.

Jerry Richtmyer, who was taken back to
Randolph County, Iillnols, yesterday by
Bherill Avers, to answer to the charge of
robbing the Bteelville bank, said as he left
the Four Courts that be felt a weaknss
for returnihg, becauss he thituks there ia
danger of being lynched,

“1 know there 1s no nse to reaist going
back,” sald the prisoner, “becauss they
would get o requisition for me, and [ would
have to £o, anyway, but there's no telling
“what those farmers will do. I'm glad Steel-
ville 1s not the county seéat. It is mot far,
though, from there to Chester, where I will
be jalied, and I do feel uneasy.”™

Democrats, have been visiting in St. Louls
severz]l daye, the guests of their old friend
Fenn Bristow. Both Colonel Bpencer and
Mr, Nolan are prominent politiclans in thelr
sectlon, the former having made the race
for Congress from the First Indlana Dis-
trict last fall, but was defeated.

LONELY DOCTOR IS SWAMPED
WITH PROPOSALS TO WED.

Advertisement for Housckeeper In-
creases the BDellevile Man's Mall
to Enormous Proportions.

Doctor J. L. Perryman of Belleville, who
advertised for a housekeeper of middle age
and threatened If he did pot se-ure one he
would get married, Is In more of & quan-
dury than before he advertissd,

The prominence given the Coclor's strange
advertisement attracted much sttention,
especially in Bt. Louis, and Doctor Perry-
man's mall yesterday contalned fifty appll-
catlons from St. Louls ulone of middie-nged
women who wantsd the position of house-
keeper, and some were willlng to marry
him if he would agree 1y give them a good
home and treat them well

Doctor Perryman is partinl to a Belleville
woman for the position «f hounkacpar,
and he will not consider the outside nppli-
calions until he Is abzolutely sure that he
cannot get o Helleville woman tu  take
charge of his house for him. His principal
object Is to get m houstkeepsr of known
quulity so that he may rest assured ihot
his house will be In good hands when he
chooses to leave |t

Several suggestions have been made by
some of the doctor's friends, and one of
these, which has been pronounced as moast
feasible, i® to have all of the applicants for
the position of hous:keepsr apprar at Doc-
tor Perryman's residence and then be could
make s selegtion from among them,

MR. STONE IN WASHINGTON.

Benator Elect Discusses High Des-
tiny of the Democratic Party.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Washingtan, Feb. 1L—Willlam J. Stone,
Benator-elect from Missourd, Is in the city.

“I am sure,” gaid Governor Stone, “that
every intelligent ‘student of national poli-
tics will concede that'the Democratle party
Is galnlng strength all the time. The
factional differences which have been the
main source of disaster have about de-
appeared and the party will be completly
reunited before the next campalgn. \

*The American people are locking to the

PLUNGED TO DEATH
IMPRISONED IN CAR

Mississippi Farmer and His Fam-
ily, Locked in Freight,
Dashed Into River.

CATASTROPHE AT VICKSBURG.

Twenty Men Compelled to Watch
Car Pitch Down Incline With-
out Being Able to Ren-
der Help.

REPI'LLIC SPRIUTAL

Vicksburg, Mlss., Feb, 1.—J H Land of
Newton, Miss , and probably all of his fom-
{ly were drowned, Inclosed In n box car
which brdke loose from a switch englne on
the V., 8. & P. Rallway Incline to-night. ran

down the Incline over the transfer bhoat
Deltn and * phinged  Into the Mississ'ppl
River.

Three bodles, a young man, an elderly
miin and & Loy, were taken from the floating
car to-night. They are supposcd to be
Land and his sons. It Is suppesed that
Land's wife Is still in the car. The search
for others will continue all night. Land
wns a farmer and llved at Newton.

The accldent s without a parallel in this
scction, and brave-hearted rallroad men
were almost transfixed with consternation
il the very awfulness of the situation.

The lakt heard of Land were his shrieks
for assisturice a# he shot down the Incline.
Twenty men standing helplessly. by could
not ald him.

Acting Superintendent Babney Is at the
head of a force of willing workers, endeav-
oring to remove the body or bodles from
the car ag It floats about In ths river,
somethmes shewing ftself half way above
the surface of the water and then golng
under, belng drawn to the surface by the
ropes the rullroad men succesded in goet-
ting around it

WOHK WITH DIFFICULTY.

Great camlion must bs taken by the
workmen, or they will get mixed within
a dreadful eddy, Just where the car floats.
The big transfer boat, the Pelican, the
new boat which has not yel been In gerv-
jce, llee just In the rear of where the float-
Ing dar lies.

Yardmaster Dunn told the following story
of the accident:

“I was present when the switch engine
No. @, In charge of Enginesr Mooney, start-
od to back a half dogen cars down the In-
cline shortly after 8 o'clock. How the cars
bLroke loose 1 cannot say, but they started
and flew down the Incline, whiok Is about
X0 yards long. - ¢ a_papiderate, and thero
was no way o stop r flight.

“] heard screams from the man In the
car, but whether there were more people In
the car with him I canpot say. The ¢or
ran over the transfer boat and . clear through
her back end, dropped off her stern into the
water, where {t broke loose from the oth-
ers and floated about in the river for several
hundred feet.

“*We stood around and could not do any-
thing, and it was awlul not to be able to
Eive any assistance."

FAMILY PROBABLY IN CAR.

Land had a car or so of stock, moving
from Newton, Miss, to Monroe, la.

Several doctores have gone down to the
transfer statlon. but It Is belleved that they
will be of no sirvice, as no more sounds
have been heard from the car for the last
hour,

The V., 8. & P. transfer Incline = a pe-
cullarly situated place. It Is about two miles
Lelow the city proper, and the trains of
this roa:d have to descend a precipitous in-
cline and considerable trestle work before
they get to where the run of several hun-
dred yards to the transfer boat Is standing
in the main body of the Mississippl River.

Two Persons Asphyxiated.
REPIBLIC SPECIAL.

Burlington. Ta., Feh, 1-Two Syrians
named Melcome were found dead In bed
at the Burlin Hotel this momming, hav-
Ing bren suffocated by blowing out the
gas. Four companions nartowly escaped.
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“LIEUTENANT "' COLONEL BARRING-
AN

James F, Cochrane of Kansas
City Deals Severely With
“‘Lieut. Col. Barrington,”’
Who, He Claims, Induced
His Sister to
Marry Him.

MATRIMONY—-Honorable English  gentieman,

3 of high social mnk, deriren o correspond
with refined, ~duented, nenmerc=dary, «lgible
Indy, with view (o honorable macringe; no
agenta.

In a dingy cell at the Fourth District

Paollce Statlon i men whose card proclaims
him Lleutenant Colonel F. §etmour Bar-
rington, a bridegkroom of a week and three
daya fpent Sunday night a= ibe cellmate
of two drunken men and a Degro.

His predicament was caused by a meet-
inz between himself and hlis brother-in-law,
James F. Cochrane of Kansas City, Mo.
The meeting took place at the home of B
E. Eillott, No. 4388 West Belle place and
according to Cochrane's statement Bar-

rington was kicked from the promises al-
though he clulms to be a member of his |
Majesty"s Own Horse Guards and a fighter |
who hiae foughl many a stubborn battle
agultst the Boers,

Burrington u week ago Iast Thursday
married Miss Withelmina Grace Cochrane
a Kangas Clty young lady who was visit-
Ing her sister, Mrs, B E Elliott, .

Thelr couriship was of but three weeks'
furation and to ull appearances was a hap-
P¥ one.

It was too sudden for the parents of the
vride. however, especlally since Barrington
Wiis 4 man unknown to them, and they
voleed the!r dissatisfaction of the unlon In
numerots letters,

Glowing nccounts of the wealth and po-
sitfon of the bridegroom were sent back to
Kanszs Clty. "He is an English Lord and
prominent in English iiterary circles under
his Majesty King Edward,'" they sald, but
#till the fears of the home falks were not
RppeRsnd.

COCHRANE BEGINS TO
INVESTIGATE AFFAIRS.

James F. Cochrane, the trother, then took
it upon himself to !nveatigate the char-
acter of the mun his sister had married
and the resulf of that Investigation will
Innd all the principnis in the Second District
Police Court this morning to Answer cross
charges of disturbing the peace preferred
by the police.

The rampus which caused the sudden ex-
posure of the Barringtons' matrimonial af-

falrs gecurred about 3 o'clock Sunday
aflernoon.

Patrolinen Reeves and Turner of the
Tenth District were passing the Eljot

home when loud volces attracted their at-
tention. As they approached the house
they raw Cochrane doing his utmost to eject
hi= brother-in-law.

Cochrane insisted that Barrington be ar-
resteéd.  Barrington declared that Cochrane
was the aggressor, so the pollceman took
both to the station, where they were held
on the charge of disturbng the peace.

Cochrane wus balled out shortly after by
Thomas Scully of No. 440 Easton avenus,
but Barrington, not being able to w=cure a
bondsman, was compel'=? {o remala in jall
all Sunday and Bundoy night,

Al § o'clock Barringion was transferred
to the Fourth District Police Station. His
photograph was taken for the rogues’ gal-
lery.

Cochrane told the pollice m long story of
alleged Impositlons practiced by Barring-
ton upon hls family

“He 1z an Inmpestor of the worst callber,”
he sald. An adventurer, In fact, he called
him, and added tha! had’not Barrington
misrepressnted himsalf to his sister they
would not have been marcied.

Cochrane told of the affalr in the follaw-
Ing manner;:

“As I understand,” sald he, “Barrington
came to room at the Ellloils' shorily be-
fore Christmas

““He told of his hirth and the wealth that
would be his when an agel relative died.
He also stated that he was a member of
his Majesty's Horse Guards
CLAIMED HE WAS SPYING

ON MBRITISH CONSULS.

“Of course, Mrs. Elllott took him at his
word, but we have since found out that
these stutements were abuolutely untrue.

“He said that he was sent here by Lord
Herbert, the English Ambassador to the
United States, His mission, he =ald, was to
spy on the English Consuls at BL Louls
and also at Kansas City, and at the same
time, he sald, he was putting in his spare
time Investigating the men who had charge
of supplying the British Government with
:.!mqurl mules during the ime of the Boer

ar. -

“He told great storfes of how he was en-
tertained by the foremost families of Bt
Louis, and he gava names of persons on sev-
eral occasions whom we have since ascer-
talned do not exist.

“Fioally my sister eame to Bt. Louls and
the next thing we knew she and Barrington
wera T

““When 1 heard of his

Sy

“BARRINGTON OF THE HORSE GUARDS”
IS THRASHED BY HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW.

“MRS. LIEUTENANT (ULUNEL BARRINGTON,"
Who was Misz WhHhelmina Grace Uochrane of lndependénce, Mo,

FINGH REFUSES

T0 LEAD THE POSSE

Former Companion of Bill Rae-
dolph Wants Reward Before
He Will 8tart Forth.

ROBBERS NOT AT THE CAVE.

Letter From Home of Bamlit's
Father Waiting for Ollie Bey-
ers Asher—=8She Will Surren-
der It to Officers.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL

Farmington, Mo., Fab. L.—Johyn Fineh, the
i*ad miner and former ecompanion of BN
Rudolph, who offered to lead the BherifCs
posse to the dammoth Cave In search for
the bank robbers, balked this morning and
would not go out unleas he recelved $100.
Sherift Murphy refured to give him any-
thing unless the bandits were captured, In
which event he should recelve his pertion
of the reward.

When Flnch would not lead the way
Bheriff Murnhy directed the route himself,
but no trace of the fugltives, Rudolph and
Lewls, were found.

The posse departed from here at 7 o'clock
this morning and rode immedistely to the
cave, which Is twenty miles distant. Among
those who accompanied the Bherlff were J.
C, Pittmann, Deputy Sheriff W. . Walker
and J. H 8prott. Walker led the advance
in the underground passage, which was ex-
plored  thoroughly, but no traces of the
bandits were found ;

Sherlff Murphy made another visit to the
home of Beyer's family near Flat River.
It had been Jearred that a letter from
Hoxie, Ark., marked “important” was walt-
Ing for Ollie Bevers Asher at Esther, Mo,
a post office nenr Flat Hiver. It is thought
the letter is from Rudolph, as his father,
Bill Anderson, llves at that pldce,

The authoritles have an lded that the
letter contalns news of the bank-robber fi-
gitives, which would prove valuable in the
chase after them. Mrs, Asler promised the
Bherilf that she would sccompany him to
the pomt office to-morrow and allow him and
Prosecutlng Attorney Marbury to read the
letter,

Bert Wigger, & saloonkeeotr near the
Columbia Lesd Company's mines, says that

& stra corresponar Lo the description
of mﬁ% was In hns.f lnce Wednegm
night. lle there he & muan §100
to bim the way to the Mississippl
River, r refuses to give the name of
R, sapectes N7 Sas ot the
‘0 BN, suspac &

fugitive bandits, were In Kanfman's saloon
near t River several nights ago.

of tw his head w b:&:
still to the bellef that was Fred

INTEND TO COME TO AMERICA.

Plans of Crown Princess of Bax-

ony and M. Giron.
Paria, Feb. 1.—A dispatch to the Matin
frem Mentone states that -the Crowa

Princess of Baxony and M. Giron intend go- |

iax to the United States

PASTOR SCORES VIGE
INMISSOURI  GAPITAL

The Reverend Crayton Brooks
Asks Citizens to Help Reform
Jefferson City.

SCORES OFFICIALS OF TOWN.

i

CASTRO IS ABAINST
THE PREFERENTIAL
DEMANDS OF ALLIES

Says Venezuela Desires Equal
Treatment of All Its
_ Creditors.

FEARS WORLD WAR MAY ENSUE

-\

Many (‘anfﬂmncea. Among Minis-
ters of the Allies and Mr.
Bowen Yesterday.

REPLY OF POWERS IS AWAITED.

Hoped in Washington That They
Will Recede — Sternberg's Ac-
tion Indicates Germany
Wanti Settlemen:.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Washington, Feb, 1 —No communieation
has been recelved by Minisier Bowen, Ven-
ezuelan Commissioner, from the allled Pow-
ers In reply to bis latesy declaration that
the allles must accept settlément of thelr
clalms on a basis with all other nations

The delay of the Powers in final action n
insisting that they Le granted prefesentlal |
treatment s favorable to hope of settiement |
of the entire conlroversy on a basls of '
equality for eI!

It is favorable, becauss the diplomatic
represeniatives of England, Germany and
Italy are learning tbe— tremendous =trengil
of the public feeling agalnst the stupid
course of the a'llés avd the resaluieness
with which the lesesr clalmant nations hold
the groum! that they be dllowed pettlement
on the same tertns ond at the same time
with the allled Powers,

METCII ACTIVITY.
For a Sundsy there was considerable noe

tivity between the pegotiafions here to=-
day. =
Most fmpertant of =2l the movements

wna the call made .ahiz sfternoon by Eir
Michael Herbert. the firitish Ambassador,
upon Secreimry: Hav jatl the Mtter's home.
Sir Michgel was undoubiedly enlightenid as
to the vitw the adminisiration take=s of the
latest phase.of the Veneguclnn question.

Signor Mayos. das Planches, the Imnlian
Ambnssador.-made @ short personal call on
Mr. Howen, mi] Mr. Bowzn, late in the
afternoon, cglled up'n Baron yon Hrern-
berg st the GeFrhah embashy!

Baron von Sternberit is desdirous that the
negotiations not be hurried, as he wants a
little more time to fumiliakge himself with
the details of the subject. He does not _
want the question’ to g6 to the Hague.

All in all, the sitaation to-night appears
to he that the diplomint’c répresentatives of
the Powers=and all thr=e of them are per-
sonally favorsble to settiement on the terms
proposed by Mr. Bowen—are engaged in
transmiiting to thelr Glvernments thelr
view of the publlc sentiment as It pre-
valls here and their Idean as to what will be
tha outcome of insistence by Great Britaim
on preferenfial treatment by the allled

Powers,
PREFERENTIAL.

Nothing has occurred In the last three
days which would jJustify any of them in
adviing thelr Governments to
malntain the attitude of Insisting on prefer-
ential treatment. It can be stated amthorl-
tatively that Baron Von Bternberg favors
Mr. Bowen's offer and will mpiw hi® in-
fluence at Berlin in advising ita ,
His activity is & wvery hopeful
sign.

Both Bir Michael Herbert and Baron Von

~

Christian Minister Will Rent the
Opera-House to Conduct His
Crusade Against'Crimes

of the Day.

Ing someé new sensation,

EY A STAFF (ORRESPONDENT.

Jefferson Clty, Mo., Feb. L—The Rever-
end Crayton Brooks, pastor of the First
Christlan Churclh, who set the whole State
talking by presching a crusade sermon last
SBunday, devoled some time to the moral
condition of Jefferson Clly to-might. He
sald he now belleved that not half of the
truth had been made known.

He sald the Mayor's billlard-room was
open all day, and also sald he saw the
Proseouting Attorney enter a saloon,

He urged the people to co-operate In the
work of reforming the city. He sald the
eyes of the Biate were turned upon the
capital and It would take time to get re-
sults.

The littie old church bullding was severe-
Iy taxed to secommodate the crowd which
attended the service In expectation of hear-
They were dis-
appolnted, however, They heard some plain
statvinents of facts, The alsles of the
church were fllled with chalrs and a throng
barricaded the doors.

A large number of the legisiators who
remalned In the clty over Sunday occupled
seats und litened closely., The minister has
announced that he will engunge the opera-
house o addresy the overflow meelings
The church wiil only hold about @0, and it
Is feared the opera-house will soon becoma
too small if the Interest In the crusade
keeps up. Almost all the ministers in the
city are In it

The saloons wWere open part of the day
and slce doors are alwaya open. However,
pome the saloponkeepers say that the
cru=ade Is hurifag thelr business,

Doctor Brooks prayed for the dellverance
of the clty, and asked that the officials
might be given strength enough to enforee
the laws,

In bis sermon he =ald: "T am = Mis-
sourisn, 1 was born and reared In Missourt,
and 1 am proud of It. 1 want to sea Mis-
mourl’s caplial second to mome in the land
If the citizens of Jefferson City cannot
bring about reform, then thay m call up-
on the people of the Btate to help

“However, the eyes of the whole Btate
are upon us, and we must not fall. The
majority of the peopls of this clty are for
lnw and ovder. W have allowed ourselves
to be bulldosed by the minority.

*“One of my friends wrote to me, and told

of

pressed & willlnggess to grant an tniarview

Sternberg In the last two days have had ap-
portanity to gauge to a nicety the attitude
of the United Statos Government. As de-
scribed by a high governmental official the
ntma’. of the Roomsevelt administration is
»:
¢ allles’ programme of ecoerclom of
Venestiela was a fool's errand. It has done
them no good. They have blockaded and
bombarded, but with more damage to them-
seives than to Venesuels. They have been
ridieuled by all the world for trying “to
skin a flea for its tallow.’ They have been
harshly eriticlsed at home for their action.
BTUPID POLICY.

“Now that settlement Is In wsight they
realiza the stupldity which has marked thely
policy from the first. They want to guln
something -f: the eleventh hour, They desire
to emer, om the na for

ment with the -pwmnm%m‘ nln-lm
something. 5o they are attempting to gaim

prestigs by acquiring preferential treatment.

‘“They want to go each before its own peo-
pla to say, “We have gained prefsrential
tfreatment I the mettlement of our claims,
This Is worth all of the trouble of the al-
lUance.’

“Buf_there is no eredit available for tha
Powers, Thers is no glory for them !
they have bullled Venemuela Into prymen
Of her clalms. By fnnisting on preferential
treatment they are antagonising other Gov-
ernments who have claims which they are
satiafled to hope will be settled by peace-
able means Instead of blockades and bome
bardments., .

“It will do. the allles no good to further
Ivsist. Their position Is rendered dafly mors
untenable, a#d thelr appearance in tha
eyes of the world hourly mare ridiculous
The United States reallzes that Wenesuela
is réady to pay, and wants to pay, to the
best of her ability, and the refusal by the
Powern to accept her payment because of n
trivjality, borm of thelr humiliation, fs an
evidence of the Insincerity of thelr dic-
larations that the coercive programme was
:!m;:ltmad only for the collection of the
eht."”
In ghort, this means that the Powers are
m‘ with fire In pursuing their presenc

France has It In her power to continue
the present desdlock In the

CASTRO FEARS THAT
CONFLICT WILL DEVELOP
*INTO A WORLD WAR.

SPECIAL BY CABLE TO THE NEW
HERALD AND THB BT. LOUIS

Castro_this afternoon re-

m-um“mﬁf
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